
 

 
 

Mass Location: 
Vintage Villas Hotel & Events - Travis Room 

4209 Eck Lane Austin Texas 78734 Austin, TX 
 

Mass Schedule:   
Saturday, April 10th, 2021 Mass – 6:00pm, Confession – 5:30pm 

 
Contact information:  

Fr. Stephen McKenna:  Email: fr.stephenmckenna@protonmail.com Cell: 978-764-6599 
Coordinator:  Email: coordinator@olosorrows.org  Cell: 713-419-8141  

Website: www.olosorrows.org Twitter: @OLOSTexas 
 

Note From Father 
 
Dear Faithful,  
 
Kristos Anésti!  Alithós Anésti!  Christ is Risen! He is Truly Risen!  It is Easter and the shift from death back to 
life is being realized on multiple levels around us.  First, obviously the death of Our Blessed Savior upon the 
wood of the Cross has been superseded by His Resurrection.  He thus conquers death and sin itself, He proves 
His divinity by rising by His own power and authority, and He now produces the fruits of redemption for us to 
gain, which were paid for by the price of His Blood.  Secondarily, Spring has supplanted winter by the pushing 
fore of the flowers, the budding of the trees, and the arrival of warmer temperatures.  Thirdly, we have seen 
glimmers of hope in the darkness in our society, with some of the states removing “emergency protocols” and 
removing restrictions and mask mandates.  “The vaccine is working”, the talking heads will say…this is a lie, just 
as masks saving lives was lie, and just as two weeks to flatten the curve was a lie to seize power was a lie that 
turned into a year and counting.  Clearly, nefarious powers have been at work, but there has at least been a 
lightening of the burden forced upon us, as of late.  Many say it is another step in their plan, and that could be.  
However, I believe it is at least, in part, a positive product of a sufficient number of people waking up to reality 
and, most importantly, an effect of God hearing the long-persevering prayers of the remnant faithful who have 
pleaded for His mercy.  Who would believe such prayers would fall upon deaf ears?  Not I.  Did not the Lord 
promise Lot to spare all of Sodom and Gomorrah if there were even ten faithful?  Did not the Lord promise to 
be with us all days?  Did we not just celebrate His taking the weight of the sins of the whole world upon His 
shoulders to save us?  This is why our prayers and sacrifices matter so much, especially during this, the holiest 
time of the year. 
 
Our ceremonies here at St. Gertrude all went off beautifully.  Palm Sunday saw Nicky, the liturgical donkey, 
lead our beautifully long procession of faithful from our Solemn High Mass…what, doesn’t every church have a 
donkey lead their Palm Sunday procession?  Well, it is our annual tradition here.  The remainder of our 
ceremonies for Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday were all Solemn Pontifical ceremonies.  These 
ceremonies are long, but truly magnificent, with all the splendor the Holy Liturgy can muster for such a grand 
occasion.  All throughout, our choir and servers shined.  Such talent emanating forth from the back of church, 
as our young voices not only soldier through the piles of chant, but also beautifully perform hymns and 
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complex polyphonic classical pieces, to give such splendor and set the mood of all the aspects of the liturgy.  
Meanwhile, the study, dedication, and hard work of our young serving crew really is incredible to see.  These 
ceremonies are very long and complex with many moving parts.  For reference, our Holy Saturday ceremony 
alone was about five hours long.  Yet from start to finish, these boys know their roles.  What’s most impressive 
to think about is that every single Master of Ceremony has yet to reach twenty years of age…yet there they 
are, keeping track of all the goings on of the sanctuary and servers, along with helping ensure each of us, the 
Sacred ministers are where we need to be and have what we need when we need it for the ceremonies.  It is 
certainly a testament to good parenting and discipline…but the credit really goes to the boys who each has 
learned their role, not by force or coercion…but by choice because they really and truly have a love of the 
liturgy and serving.  If you never have, I sincerely making trip to be part of Holy Week at SGG.  Yes, the 
ceremonies are long and they will wear you out by the end…but you will never experience a sweeter Easter 
than when you have journeyed to the tomb and back with Our Lord by a full Holy Week.  
 
And with that, I wish you all the Happiest of Easters.  I must be off to sleep now…The chanting of Easter Matins 
begins at 5:45 AM tomorrow, Easter Sunday.  If you can, tune in for to our webcast from sgg.org for our 
Solemn Pontifical Easter Mass at 9:00 AM…the cherry on top of the Holy Week Sunday…and I will look forward 
to bringing my Easter Greetings in person to each of you in the near future. 
 
In Christ,   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Fr. McKenna 
 

Regina Caeli 
(To be said in place of the Angelus during Paschaltide) 

 
O Queen of heaven, rejoice, Alleluia. 

 
For He Whom thou didst merit to bear, Alleluia. 

 
Hath risen as He said, Alleluia. 

 
Pray for us to God, Alleluia. 

 
V. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary! Alleluia. 

 
R. Because the Lord is truly risen, Alleluia. 

 
 

Let us pray 
 

O God, Who by the resurrection of Thy Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ, hast vouchsafed to make glad the whole 
world, grant, we beseech Thee, that, through the intercession of the Virgin Mary, His mother, we may lay hold 

of the joys of eternal life. Through the same Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

The Fruits of the Passion 

 
When Easter comes we must not forget the Passion of Jesus.  The Church reminds us of it every day in holy 

Mass.  Jesus Himself appeared in heaven as a lamb that had been slain.  Only we have now to look to the joyful 
side of the Passion, to its glorious fruits. 
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     The first fruit of the Passion is the exaltation of the Man-Christ Jesus to sit on the right hand of God.  In Him 
our human nature received divine honors, and these honors were won by the sufferings of the Passion.  “For 

the joy that was set before Him He endured the cross, and sitteth on the right hand of the throne of God” 
(Heb. xii. 2). 

     The second fruit of the Passion is the saving from sin and eternal death all those who choose to avail 
themselves of the grace offered them.  “He shall see a long-lived seed.”  Millions, who otherwise would have 
dwelt forever in the abyss of hell, are, through the graces won for them by Our Lord in His sacred Passion, the 
happy denizens of heaven to all eternity.  It is this which will constitute the chief glory of the sacred humanity. 
     The third fruit of the Passion is the crushing of Satan and all the company of hell beneath the feet of Jesus.  

Never was there so glorious a victory under the guise of defeat, never a more complete or unexpected 
triumph.  He who was in His Passion an object of derision to devils and wicked men, came forth, in His 

Resurrection, King of kings and Lord of lords, triumphant over sin and death, before Whom every knee shall 
bow in heaven and in earth and hell.  Thanks be to God for the unspeakable glory of the Passion of Jesus Christ 

 

Novena for Easter 
 

In honor of the Glorious Resurrection of Our Lord 
 

Alleluia! 
 

This is the day which the Lord has made: 
let us celebrate it with transports of joy.  

-- Office of the Church 
 

Jesus, Who didst confound all Thine enemies by clothing in glory and splendor that body which had been the 
victim of the cruelty of man, give me grace to die to myself that I may rise again with Thee, and after Thy 

likeness lead a new, divine, immortal life : new, by change of conduct, divine by the generosity and purity of 
my love, immortal by perseverance in well doing. Work in my heart, O Lord, this happy change; make me pass 
from death to life, from darkness to light, from a life full of imperfections to a life perfect and worthy of Thee. 

Make me go on from light to light, from virtue to virtue, till I come at last to Thee, O God of virtue, source of all 
life, and of all light. To Thee also I turn, O holy Virgin, Mother of Our Saviour, on this joyous feast; deign to 
make me a partaker of that divine joy which thou didst feel on the blessed day of His Resurrection. Dry my 
tears and free my heart from all oppressive sadness. Let Thy risen Son enter into my heart, as through the 

closed doors, into the upper chamber. Let Him say to me, as to the apostles, "Peace be to thee"; let Him show 
to me, as to Thomas, His sacred wounds; let Him abide with me continually, and never more depart from me. 

 
To The Glorious Wounds of Jesus Risen 

 
1. My risen Jesus, I devoutly kiss and adore the glorious wound of Thy left foot, and pray Thee to give me grace 

to fly from all occasions of sin. and ever more to walk in the way of Thy commandments.  
Glory be to the Father, etc. 

 
2. My risen Jesus, I devoutly kiss and adore the glorious wound of Thy right foot, and pray Thee to give me 
grace to walk constantly in the way of Christian holiness till I come to the home of the saints in paradise. 

Glory be to the Father, etc. 
 

3. My risen Jesus, I devoutly kiss and adore the glorious wound of Thy left hand, and pray Thee to deliver me 
from all evil, whether of the body or of the soul, and most especially from the unhappy fate of the wicked who 

shall stand at Thy left hand at the day of judgment. 



 

Sunday, April 4, 2021 4 

Glory be to the Father, etc. 
 

4. My risen Jesus, I devoutly kiss and adore the glorious wound of Thy right hand, and pray Thee to bless my 
soul herewith, and after death to open to me the gates of heaven. 

Glory be to the Father, etc. 
 

5. My risen Jesus, I devoutly kiss and adore the glorious wound of Thy side, and pray Thee to kindle in my heart 
the fire of Thy love here, that I may hereafter love Thee eternally in heaven. 

Glory be to the Father, etc. 
 

To Mary 
 

Lastly, I pray thee, O most holy Virgin Mary, by thy great joy on seeing thy risen and glorified Son, to obtain for 
us the grace to rise also after our death to the eternal glory of paradise.  

Hail Mary, Glory be to the Father, etc. 
 

The Power of the Holy Face Devotion 
 

Pope Pius IX said: “This salutary reparation to the Holy Face of Jesus is a divine work, destined to save modern 
society.” 

St. Pius X expressed the desire that it be venerated in the homes of all Christian families.  
Pops Pius XI gave pictures of the Holy Face from the Shroud to youths saying, “They are pictures of the Divine 
Son of Mary; they come, in fact, from that object known as the Shroud of Turin; still mysterious, but certainly 

not the work of any human hand.” 
Pope Pius XII asked to spread knowledge and veneration of so great and sacred a relic. 

Many popes have placed special blessings on those who venerate the Most Holy Face of Jesus, some even 
stating that these blessings are never to be taken away. 

St. Ambrose states: “There is no doubt that Peter received the grace of conversion from the Sacred Face, 
because those on whom Jesus gazes are always saved. 

 


